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SUBJECT: PINNISH REACTIONS TO KEKKONEN'S STATE VISIT TO SOVIET UNION 
REF: (A) MOSCOW 7023, (B) MOSCOW 7182 

1. SUMMARY: TWO MEMBERS OP FINNISH DELEGATION ACCOMPANYING PRES 
KEKKONEN ON STATE VISIT TO USSR MAY 17-24 GAVE THEIR VIEWS TO 
EMBASSY THAT VISIT WENT EXACTLY AS PLANNED AND WAS HIGHLY SUCCESFUL. 
THEY OPPERED SOME IMPRESSIONS OF TRIP'S EVENTS. REACTION OP 

PINNISH MEDIA TO KEKKONEN VISIT AND COMMUNIQUE WAS VERY FAVORABLE 
AND, WITH MINOR EXCEPTIONS, ALMOST COMPLETELY UNCRITICAL. SEPTEL 
ANALYZES COMMUNIQUE. END SUMMARY. 

2. POLCOUNS DISCUSSED KEKKONEN TRIP TO SOVIET UNION WITH TWO 
MEMBERS OP 27-MAN DELEGATION THAT ACCOMPANIED PRESIDENT ON HIS 
STATE VISIT. ONE MEMBER OF DELEGATION CONSULTED IS POREIGN MIN. 

OPFICIAL AND OTHER UNOFFICIALLY REPRESENTED A PLITICAL PARTY. 

3. BOTH EMPHASIZED THE COMPLETE HARMONY, SMOOTHNESS AND PROBLEM- 
PREE CHARACTER OP THE STATE VISIT WHICH, THEY POINTED OUT, HAD 
BEEN PREPARED IN DETAIL PAR IN ADVANCE. THEY BOTH CONPIRMED THAT 
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EVERYTHING - KOSTAMUS AGREEMENT, LONG-TERM TRADE AGREEMENT, 

PINAL COMMUNIQUE - HAD BEEN AGREED TO BEPOREHAND. THERE WERE 
NO ACCIDENTS, MISUNDERSTANDINGS OR SURPRISES. THEY NOTED PARTI- 
CULARLY THAT THE NEUTRALITY WORDING IN COMMUNIQUE WAS UNCHANGED 
PROM THAT USED IN RECENT YEARS. 

4. THE POLITICAL MEMBER CONSULTED SAID THE VISIT AS A WHOLE 
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AND THE COMMUNIQUE SPECIEICALLY CARRIED A STRONG REELING OE 
HISTORY AND OF CONTINUITY: FROM REFERENCE TO EVENTS 60 YEARS AGO 
(OCTOBER REVOLUTION, FINNISH PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE, LENIN'S 
DECREE RECOGNIZING FINNISH INDEPENDENCE), THROUGH THE 1948 FCMA 
TREATY AND INTO THE FUTURE (THE LONG-TERM TRADE AGREEMENT UNTIL 1990) 


5. THE POLITICAL MEMBER ALSO COMMENTED ON APPEARANCE 

OF LEONID BREZHNEV, SAYING HE CLEARLY HAD NOT FULLY RECOVERED 
FROM WHATEVER ILLNESS HE HAD PREVIOUSLY SUFFERED. THE OBSERVER 
SAID BREZHNEV APPEARED TIRED, SLURRED HIS SPEECH AND DID NOT 
APPEAR AT ALL OF THE EVENTS THAT HE HAD BEEN EXPECTED TO ATTEND: 
SOURCE SAID OF COURSE THAT CAUSES OTHER THAN HEALTH COULD ALSO 
EXPLAIN BREZHNEV'S ABSENCES. 

6. BECAUSE OF LACK OF REAL SUBSTANCE, EVERYTHING HAVING BEEN 
WORKED OUT IN ADVANCE, BOTH OBSERVERS INDICATED TRIP WAS 
ESSENTIALLY SYMBOLIC AND CEREMONIAL, DESIGNED TO EMPHASIZE GOOD 
FINNISH/SOVIET RELATIONS. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL POINTED 
OUT WITH CONSIDERABLE SATISFACTION THAT PRESIDENT KEKKONEN WAS 
FIRST TIME HOUSED IN THE KREMLIN, AN HONOR RESERVED FOR ONLY 

THE MOST IMPORTANT FOREIGN VISITORS. 

7. BOTH SOURCES CONSULTED THOROUGHLY ENJOYED THE TOURISM ASPECTS 
OF THE TRIP, PARTICULARLY THE TRIP TO FRUNZE IN THE EAST: THEY 

WERE DULY IMPRESSED BY THE VAST SIZE AND MULTINATIONAL CHARACTER 
OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

8. BOTH SAID THAT THE FINNISH DELEGATION HAD BEEN STARTLED IN 
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LENINGRAD ON THE LAST DAY OF THE VISIT BY NEWS OF THE SUDDEN 
POLITICAL SETBACK OF THEIR OFFICIAL HOST, PRESIDENT PODGORNYI. 

THEY HAD PERCEIVED NO HINTS DURING THE MOSCOW PHASE OF VISIT OF 
SUCH A DEVELOPMENT. THEY SAID THEY HAD HEARD NO GOOD SPECULATION 
IN LENINGRAD AS TO POSSIBLE FACTORS IN PODGORNYI'S DECLINE. 

9. MEDIA COMMENTARY HERE ON KEKKONEN VISIT HAS BEEN FAVORABLE 
AND ALMOST COMPLETELY UNCRITICAL. EDITORIAL EYEBROWS 

WERE RAISED SLIGHTLY IN INDEPENDENT HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
AND CONSERVATIVE UUSI SUOMI AT FINNISH LANGUAGE VERSION 
OF COMMUNIQUE ITEM DEALING WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 
THE MEDIA IN BOTH COUNTRIES IN "ACTING TO THE ADVANTAGE 
OF CONTINUED STRENGTHENING OF FRIENDSHIP AND TRUST 
BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF FINLAND AND THE SOVIET UNION." 

HOWEVER, RUSSIAN TEXT OF THIS ITEM IS UNCHANGED FROM 
SIMILAR ITEM IN 1973 COMMUNIQUE AND FINNISH LANGUAGE 
ADJUSTMENT IS DESCRIBED AS STYLISTIC. 

10. PRESS ALSO MILDLY NOTED INCREASED EMPHASIS IN 
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COMMUNIQUE (COMPARED TO PREVIOUS COMMUNIQUES) ON 
NORTHERN EUROPE, BOTH CONCERNING SECURITY AND COOPERATION 
AS WELL AS EINNISH PROPOSAL FOR NORDIC NUCLEAR FREE ZONE, 

FOR WHICH COMMUNIQUE ANNOUNCED SOVIET UNION WILLING ACT 
AS CO-GUARANTOR, IF PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES WERE TO 
EXPRESS INTEREST. SWEDISH LANGUAGE HUFVUDSTADSBLADET 
NOTED THERE NO REFERENCE IN COMMUNIQUE TO NATO ACTIVITIES 
IN NORWAY. 

11. SEPTEL FOLLOWS ANALYZING COMMUNIQUE ISSUED FOLLOWING KEKKONEN 
VISIT. IN ADDITION TO COMMUNIQUE LANGUAGE CONCERNING NEW ECONOMIC 
AGREEMENTS, IT ALSO CONTAINS OTHER INTERESTING ASPECTS AND SUBTLE 
DIFFERENCES FROM RECENT COMMUNIQUES, ALTHOUGH NOTHING 
MAJOR OR STARTLING. 

HOUSTON 
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